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Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/600,170 


Applicant(s) 

VIGUE ETAL 


Examiner 
Raymond J. Bayerl 


Art Unit 

2173 





The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to conrimunication{s) filed on 20 June 2003 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)|^ This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 19 and 23 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 19 and 23 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) ^ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)S The drawing(s) filed on 20 June 2003 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. ' 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the conrection is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fomn PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1 ) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) S Infonmation Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 5) □ Notice of Infomial Patent Application 

Paper No(syMail Date 05 September 2003 . 6). □ Other . 
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Serial Number: 10/600,170 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2173 

1 . Applicants claim for the benefit of a prior-filed application under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(e) 
or under 35 U.S.C. 120, 121 , or 365(c) is acknowledged. Applicant has not complied 
with one or more conditions for receiving the benefit of an earlier filing date under 35 
U.S.C. 120 as follows: 

1 .a. The status of parent application 09/591 ,200 has not been given at page 1 of the 
specification, where an indication of its having gone abandoned should be provided. 
1 .b. Also, the Examiner notes that this application has a preliminary amendment that 
leaves pending only claims to an invention indicated as distinct in parent application 
09/591 ,200 and non-elected during its prosecution. Did applicant therefore intend to 
denote this as a Divisional, instead of a Continuation as per the filing? 

2. The abstract is objected to as not being directed to the subject matter that is 
claimed. It appears that the abstract originally filed with the parent application has been 
carried forward into the present continuing application. However, there is no mention of 
the invention relating to "story" creation. 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b). by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 19, 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Vertelney et al. ("Vertelne/; US #6,760.884). 
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Vertelney discloses an INTERACTIVE MEMORY ARCHIVE , in which an author 
organizes a set of physical objects into a particular story through an interface 
(Abstract). In Vertelney, the author adds her own commentary as part of building the 
stop/ (see also col 2, lines 37 - 46). 

This is an identical teaching of independent claim 19's "electronic story creation 
environment", where "a storyteller facility" is provided. The details of the user-created 
story in Vertelney are such that "a scenario builder" is used in authoring the particulars 
of the story , this becoming a "what-if scenario" in that a variety of stories might be 
created using different "alternative possible hypotheses", as the Vertelney user sees fit. 
When the Vertelney user has placed the story into final form, "a case create facility" is 
used to archive the content; one or more stories are displayed on a computer... such 
that others may view the authored stories (see col 7, line 66 - col 8, line 19). The 
retrievable Vertelney story is then formatted as "a case for later use". 

As in independent claim 23, the Vertelney story , which may be "associated with 
an enterprise task", is performed using "a facility that guides a user in creating a story". 
During development ,"a graphical display of portions of a story" will appear in 
Vertelney's GUI. Then, "one of a set of predefined story themes" is used, when Anew 
style. . .may then be obtained (col 1 1 , line 31 - col 1 2, line 1 9). 
5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The remaining US Patent documents made of record (see attached form PTO- 
892) relate to the general area of modeling business operations with a computer. 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Raymond J. Bayeri whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4045. The examiner can normally be reached on M - Th from 9:30 AM to 4:30 PM 
ET. 

7. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid, can be reached at 571-272-4063. All patent application 
related correspondence transmitted by FAX must be directed to the central FAX 
number (571)273-8300. 

8. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2100. 




RAYMOND J. BAYERL 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
ART UNIT 2173 




